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SOPOT, 28-29 May 2026

Conference Program

Thursday, 28 May

9:00-10:00
Registration of participants

10:00-12:00 (ROOM C301)

PLENARY SESSION

Session Chairs: Jarostaw Janecki, PhD, SGH Warsaw School of Economics,
Association of Polish Economists

1. Markus Kitzmuller, PhD, World Bank, Lead Country Economist for the European
Union

Innovation Rising - Lifting Central and Eastern Europe’s Growth Potential

2. Michael Bucksteeg, Professor, Faculty of Business and Economics FernUniversitdt
in Hagen

Electrification as a Global Competitive Advantage - Challenges and Trade-
offs

12:30-14.15
Parallel sessions 1 and 2



Session 1: European Economy and Development (Room C201)
Session Chairs: Monika B3k, Professor, University of Gdansk

1.

Russel Woruba, MA, University of Information Technology and Management in
Rzeszow — The Integration Dividend: Unlocking Single Market
Competitiveness through Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) in the
European Union

Andrzej Cie$lik, Professor, University of Gdansk, University of Warsaw, &
Tomasz Misiak, PhD, Rzeszow University of Technology — Regional per capita
Income Convergence Patterns in the Enlarged European Union

Stanistaw Uminski, Professor, & Aleksandra Borowicz, PhD, University of
Gdansk — From Host to Investor? Closing the Capital Internationalisation
Gap in Central and Eastern Europe: The Case of Poland

Aleksandra Szarek-Piaskowska, PhD, Warsaw School of Economics — Export
of Innovative Products and Services of European Union in 2015-2024
Aldona Migata-Warchot, PhD, Rzeszow University of Technology — Advancing
Digital Education in the European Union: Policy Initiatives for Enhancing
Citizens’ SKills

Session 2: International Finance and Markets (Room C209)
Session Chairs: Anna Czarczynska, Professor, Universidad de la Coruiia,
Kozminski University

1.

Marcin Zioty, MA, University of Lodz — Gold as a Strategic Asset in a
Fragmenting World: Reserve Diversification, Monetary Credibility and
Energy Constraints

David Menabdishvili, MA, Odesa National Economic University — Hedging
Sovereign Currency Risk with Stablecoins: Evidence from Ukrainian
Hryvnia and USDT (2021-2025)

Magdalena Markiewicz, PhD, & Iwona Sobol, Professor, University of Gdansk —
The Transformation of International Currencies in a Fragmented Global
Economy - From Hierarchy to Functional Differentiation

Ewa Stawasz-Grabowska, PhD, & Wojciech Grabowski, Professor, & Justyna
Wieloch, PhD, University of Lodz — Beyond “Liberation Day”: One Year of
Trump’s Trade Policy Shocks to Global Financial Markets

Piotr Fiszeder, Professor, Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun, & Radostaw
Pietrzyk, Professor, Wroclaw University of Economics and Business, & Grzegorz
Dudek, Professor, & Pawet Petka, PhD, & Mateusz Kasprzyk, Czestochowa
University of Technology — Forecasting the VIX Index: An Interpretable
Framework Using Statistical and Machine Learning Approaches



15:15-16:45
Parallel sessions 3 and 4

Session 3: Fiscal and Monetary Policy (Room C201)
Session Chairs: Adam Noga, Professor, Kozminsky University

1. Juliusz Gizynski, PhD, University of Gdansk — Increase in Defence Spending
vs New Fiscal Rules in the Eurozone

2. Jarostaw Janecki, PhD, Warsaw School of Economics, Association of Polish
Economists — Measuring Central Bank Credibility: A Comparative
Analysis of Backward- and Forward-Looking Approaches

3. Szymon Gasz, MA, University of Warsaw — The Prohibition of Monetary
Financing under Article 220(2) of the Polish Constitution and Article 123
TFEU: Legal Constraints on Central Bank Responses to Macroeconomic
Crises

4. Paulina Pukin-Sowul, MA, University of Gdansk — Foreign Direct Investment
in the Context of Economic Instability

Session 4: Artificial Intelligence and Digital Transformation (Room C209)
Session Chairs: Lukasz Cywinski, PhD, University of Information Technology and

Management in Rzeszow

1. Anna Czarczynska, Professor, Universidad de la Corunia, Kozminski University
— New Patterns of Global Economic Power in the Al Era: Growth,
Competitiveness, and Strategic Positioning

2. Hanna Doroshuk, PhD, V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National University, & Emmanuel
Arakpogun, Professor, University of Stirling — Challenges to Governance,
Competition, and Security in Al Innovation: The Case of the War in
Ukraine

3. Anna Blajer-Gotebiewska, Professor, & Arkadiusz Koztowski, PhD, University
of Gdansk — How Technological Experience Shapes Al Attitudes in SMEs:
The Mediating Role of Risk-Taking

4. Aleksandra Bielawska, PhD, & Natassia Makarevich, University of Gdansk —
How does Al Influence Startup Creation and Early-stage Venture
Development?



Friday, 29 May

10:00-11:30
Parallel sessions 5 and 6

Session 5: Geopolitics and Economy, (room C201)
Session Chairs: Jarostaw Janecki, PhD, Warsaw School of Economics, Association
of Polish Economists

1.

Konrad Trapkowski, MA, & Jakub Waszkiewicz, MA, Warsaw School of
Economics — The Price of the Shield: Sovereign Risk and Fiscal
Indifference in NATO'’s Eastern Flank

Grzegorz Waszkiewicz, PhD, Military University of Technology — Geopolitical
Risk and Macroeconomic Stability in Poland

Dmytro Boyarchuk, MA, Center for Social and Economic Research, & Piotr
Stolarczyk PhD, Lazarski University, Association of Polish Economists — A Few
Economic Comments on Ukraine’s Macro-balances Through 2022-2025
Valeriia Osadchuk, MA, Kyiv National Economic University — Digitalization as
a Driver of International Trade Resilience: Evidence from Ukraine under
Wartime Shocks

Session 6: Polish Economy and Economic History (Room C209)
Session Chairs: Jarostaw Beldowski, PhD, Warsaw School of Economics,

Association of Polish Economists

1.

2.

Adam Noga, Professor, Kozminsky University — Reasons for the Low
Investment Rate in the Polish Economy in the Years 2015-2025

Bryan Roberts, External Research Fellow, University of Southern California,
CREATE University Research Center — The Economic Impacts of the
Communist Era on Poland

Tymoteusz Metrak, MA, University of Warsaw — This Time it will be
Different. Measuring the Effect of the Transition to Socialism on GDP per
capita

Konrad Walerski, MA, Universitidt Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder) — Before
Economics: How Polish Sociology Shaped Thinking about Social and
Economic Change



12:00-13:30
Parallel sessions 7 and 8

Session 7: Sustainable Development, Energy and Transport (Room C201)
Session Chairs: Krzysztof Btedowski, PhD, University of Information Technology
and Management in Rzeszow

1.

2.

Stefan Poier, PhD, & Michael Bucksteeg, Professor, FernUniversitdt in Hagen —
The Influence of Residential Battery Storage on the Solar Rebound Effect
Olena Gorlova, PhD, Warsaw School of Economics — Sustainable
Development of the Transport Sector in Ukraine, Poland and the EU:
Between Integration and Geopolitical Fragmentation

Ina Chepik, PhD, Jagiellonian University — The Spider Effect of Sanctions on
Enabling Services and Steps to Resilience

Jarostaw Betdowski, PhD, Warsaw School of Economics, Association of Polish
Economists, & Mateusz Toczyski, MA, Association of Polish Economists —
Sovereign Risk and Global Financial Flows (2022-2025): Structural
Distortions, Institutional Resilience and Comparative Evidence from the
European Union, Poland and Ukraine

Session 8: Society, Institutions and Development (Room C209)
Session Chairs: Magdalena Markiewicz, PhD, University of Gdansk

1.

3.

Marta Czarnecka-Gallas, PhD, University of Gdansk — Multidimensional
Competitiveness in the Baltic Sea Region. A Comparative Analysis of
Global Indices, Economic Structure and Socio-Economic Outcomes
(2005-2025)

Marcin Marek Rzegocki, PhD, Cracow University of Economics, & Jozef Partyka,
PhD, University of the National Education Commission, Cracow — Community
Resilience as Social Infrastructure: Development and Validation of the
Polish Community Resilience Scale (PCRS)

Andrzej Paczoski, PhD, University of Gdansk — Cultural Differences of
Societies Regarding Economic Development

Sebastiano Ongaro, MA, University of Trento — Space and European
Integration: The Quest for Strategic Autonomy Across Politics,
Economics, and Security

14:30-15:00
Conference summary



